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MEDIA RELEASE

SIXTH AUSTRALIA-ROK STRATEGIC DIALOGUE
- AUSTRALIA AND THE ROK DISCUSS ADVANCING BILATERAL RELATIONS

On 16 October, Australia and the Republic of Korea held the sixth Australia-ROK Strategic Dialogue
in Seoul.

Australia remains a long-standing friend of Korea. Our relationship is underpinned by shared
values, trade and common strategic interests. We both seek to support a stable and prosperous
region.

At the Strategic Dialogue, the two sides discussed options for advancing the Australia-Korea
bilateral relationship, including: enhanced defence cooperation; new economic opportunities;
boosting people to people exchanges; and deepening development cooperation.

The two sides discussed recent developments on the Korean Peninsula. Australia welcomes
ongoing dialogue, while remaining committed to working with our partners to maintain pressure on
North Korea until it takes concrete steps towards complete, verifiable and irreversible
denuclearisation.

Australia and Korea discussed potential ways to deepen cooperation under Australia’s strategy for a
stable and prosperous Indo-Pacific, and Korea’s New Southern Policy.

The two sides also discussed cooperation in international forums, such as the East Asia Summit and
the G20.

The Australian Delegation was led by Deputy Secretary Indo-Pacific Group, Department of Foreign
Affairs and Trade, Richard Maude. The Korean delegation was led by Deputy Minister for Political
Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Yoon Soon-gu.

Representatives from the Australian Embassy, the Australian Department of Defence, the ROK
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the ROK Ministry of National Defense also participated.

(Photo: Deputy Secretary Indo-
Pacific Group Richard Maude and
Deputy Minister for Political
Affairs Yoon Soon-gu shake hands
at the Strategic Dialogue.)

Media enquiries: Claudia.Ryu@dfat.gov.au

f @australiainkorea @AusAmbKOR
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